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Ramón Zapata is a seasoned global finance executive with more than 25 years of experience 
in the pharmaceutical and consumer goods industries. He has held leadership roles at leading 
global companies including Novartis AG, Sandoz AG, and Mondelēz International, and has 
worked across Europe, North America, Latin America, and the Middle East. Throughout his 
career, Ramón Zapata has led finance functions enabling seamless execution from drug 
discovery through commercialization, including overseeing M&A transactions and successful 
integrations as well as driving digital finance transformations. 

Prior to joining BioNTech, he served as Chief Financial Officer and Head of Scientific 
Operations of BioMedical Research at Novartis, where he was responsible for the overall 
leadership of the division’s finance strategy and operations, portfolio realignment, cross-
functional integration, and strategic external collaborations. 

Ramón Zapata holds dual citizenship of the United States and Mexico. He is a Certified Public 
Accountant (CPA) from Universidad Panamericana. He holds an MBA from IPADE Business 
School, with academic credits earned at IESE Business School as part of the program. He also 
earned a postgraduate diploma in Tax Legislation from ITAM and is currently pursuing a 
Master’s degree in Industrial-Organizational Psychology at Harvard University. 

 

 


