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Sanofi Invests EUR 80m (approx. USD 91.5m) in BioNTech as Partners 

Extend Collaboration and Advance mRNA-based Cancer Immunotherapy 

into Clinical Testing against Multiple Solid Tumors 

 

Mainz, Germany, January 04, 2019 – BioNTech AG, a rapidly growing biotechnology company 
developing precise and individualized immunotherapies for the treatment of cancer and the prevention 
of infectious diseases, today announced that it has extended its research collaboration with Sanofi 
initiated in late 2015 and Sanofi is investing* EUR 80 million (approximately USD 91.5 million) in equity 
in BioNTech.  
 
Simultaneously BioNTech has entered into an agreement with Sanofi to co-develop the first cancer 
immunotherapy candidate from the collaboration that is entering clinical testing in multiple solid 
tumors. This follows BioNTech’s decision from early 2018 to exercise one of its option rights under the 
2015 research collaboration to co-develop and co-commercialize this product candidate with Sanofi. 
 
The investigational therapy consists of an mRNA mixture encoding immunomodulatory cytokines that 
are injected directly into the tumor. Local administration of immunotherapies to the tumor 
microenvironment provides the opportunity to stimulate innate and adaptive immune responses 
against tumors, while potentially avoiding toxicities related to systemic administration of immuno-
modulatory therapeutics.  
 
“The extension of the research collaboration and equity investment demonstrates a deepening of our 
partnership with Sanofi as we seek to rapidly drive novel, disruptive programs through clinical testing to 
commercialization together,” said Prof. Dr. Ugur Sahin, Co-Founder and CEO of BioNTech. “We are 
pleased that with this program we have moved from concept to clinical stage in well under three years.” 
 
“We are pleased to be initiating clinical testing of our first mRNA-based cancer immunotherapy in 
collaboration with our partners at BioNTech,” commented Yong-Jun Liu, Global Head of Research, 
Senior Vice President R&D, Sanofi. “Our joint team, consisting of scientists and clinicians from both 
Sanofi and BioNTech, has worked tirelessly to expedite development of this new and innovative clinical 
candidate because targeted mRNA therapies may have the potential to be effective for cancer patients. 
We look forward to continuing a productive partnership with BioNTech in the years to come.” 
 
* Subject to completion of issuance of shares 
 

About BioNTech 
 
BioNTech is Europe’s largest privately-held biopharmaceutical company pioneering the development of 
more precise and individualized therapies for cancer and the prevention of infectious diseases. The 
company combines all building blocks for more precise and individualized immunotherapies under one 
roof – from diagnostics and drug development to manufacturing. Its cutting-edge technologies range 
from individualized mRNA-based product candidates through innovative chimeric antigen receptors and 
T-cell receptor-based compounds to novel checkpoint immunomodulators and small molecules. 
BioNTech’s commercial approach is validated by seven corporate partnerships with Genentech, a 
member of the Roche Group, Pfizer, Genmab, Eli Lilly and Company, Sanofi, Genevant and Bayer Animal 
Health and its scientific approach through over 60 peer-reviewed scientific publications, including five 
publications in Nature. Founded in 2008, BioNTech’s financial shareholders include the Struengmann 
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Family Office as its majority shareholder, Fidelity Management & Research Company, Invus, Janus 
Henderson Investors, MIG Fonds, Redmile Group, Salvia and several European family offices. For more 
information, please see:  www.biontech.de 
 

 

For more information, please contact:  
 
BioNTech AG       
Sabine Steimle  
Head Global Communications    
Tel: +49 (0) 171 980 1089   
Email: sabine.steimle@biontech.de  

 
 
Trophic Communications  
Gretchen Schweitzer / Stephanie May  
Tel: +49 (0)89 23 88 77 30  
Email: may@trophic.eu 

 
US Investor Enquiries: 
Westwicke Partners 
John Woolford 
Tel: +1 (443) 213 0506 
Email: john.woolford@westwicke.com 
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